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Collezione Maramotti presents The Poverty of Riches, 
introducing the work of Andrea Büttner, the winner of the  
third Max Mara Art Prize for Women in collaboration with 
the Whitechapel Gallery, London.  
The artist will be in attendance at the exhibition private view 
on 12 November 2011, together with Iwona Blazwick, Director 
Whitechapel Gallery, and Bina von Stauffenberg, curator and 
writer.  
The presentation of the project will be followed by a 
conversation between the artist and Lars Bang Larsen, art 
historian and curator, who has followed Büttner’s work for a 
long time. 
 
The Poverty of Riches was first exhibited in April 2011 at 
Whitechapel Gallery. The works will be acquired by Collezione 
Maramotti where they will be exhibited from 13 November 
2011. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Andrea Büttner is fascinated by the life of religious 
communities. Her work explores the crossover between 
religion and art, and the similarities between religious 
communities and the art world. The Collezione Maramotti  
exhibition showcases new works of art made by Büttner after 
winning the Prize, inspired by encounters the artist had during 
her six-month residency in Italy, awarded as a result of 
winning the Prize. 
During her Italian residency, Büttner spent time with  
monastic groups, Giotto’s frescoes and works from the  
Collezione Maramotti: Alberto Burri, Enrico Castellani and 
Piero Manzoni. 
 
Büttner uses the traditional technique of woodcuts to depict 
religious iconography such as a loaf of bread, a table and St. 
Francis. Alongside this traditional imagery, everyday textiles 
from the uniforms from park wardens, policemen and refuse 
collectors create colourful ‘paintings’ when stretched like 
canvases. These paintings form part of her exploration of the 
symbolic use of fabric in Italian religious art.  
Simple benches offer a place to sit and reflect, drawing 
parallels between the spaces of a church and a gallery. Also on 
display are posters, cloth and leaflets, all inspired by Andrea 
Büttner’s time spent in monasteries. 
 
The artist’s work engages with the notion of poverty both from 
an aestethic as well as from a spiritual point of view hence 
Büttner’s articulation of a connection between the rejection of 
wealth by monastic movements and the choice of materials 
used for the creation of artworks during the Arte Povera 
movement, seemingly eschewing mass media and the art 
market. 
Another central theme is the link between poverty and shame. 
As Büttner articulates in the 21st century, poverty is considered 
extremely shameful, and shame is viewed and lived as a 
negative feeling. The artist is interested instead in its positive  
understanding, in its heuristic dimension and also in art. 
 
 
 
Private view: 12 November 2011 h. 6.00 pm 
 
From 13 November 2011 to 29 April 2012: 
Thursday-Friday 2.30 - 6.30 pm 
Saturday-Sunday 10.30 am - 6.30 pm 
Closed: 25-26 December, 1 and 6 January, 25 April 
Free admission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
The Max Mara Art Prize provides one UK based artist with generous 
opportunities of time, funding and the experience of a six month 
residency in Italy. The jury headed by Iwona Blazwick was composed 
for the Prize's third edition by artist Fiona Banner, gallerist Alison 
Jacques, collector Valeria Napoleone, and curator Polly Staple.  
 
During the presentation at the Whitechapel Gallery, Luigi 
Maramotti, president of the Max Mara,commented: “We are 
extremely pleased that the exceptional talent of Andrea  Büttner has 
been recognised with the prize, and we are also happy that she has 
drawn much of her inspiration from the Italian art she has 
encountered in her residency period”. 
Iwona Blazwick, director of the Whitechapel Gallery, added: 
“Whitechapel Gallery has a long tradition of promoting young artist 
and therefore we are very pleased to exhibit Andrea Büttner's work. 
Her fascinating and totally up-to-date vision, tracing parallels 
between religious rituals and artistic practice, won the jury over. The 
techniques used by the artist make many references ranging from 
German Expressionist woodcuts to photography…” 
 
 
 
Biographical notes  
Andrea Büttner studied at the London Royal College of Art. In the  
last five years the artist has held several solo exhibitions including at 
Badischer Kunstverein in Karlruhe, Hollybush Gardens in London, 
Goethe-Institut in Dublin, ICA in London, Whitechapel Gallery in 
London, Croy Nielsen in Berlin and Artpace in San Antonio, Texas. 
Büttner has also participated in many group exhibitions at 
international level including There is Always a Cup of Sea to Sail  
in, XXIX Bienal de São Paulo, Brazil and Unto this Last at Raven Row 
in London. The artist lives and works in London and Frankfurt. 
Andrea Büttner is represented by the London Gallery Hollybush 
Gardens.             
      

 
 

Info 
Collezione Maramotti 
Via Fratelli Cervi 66 
Reggio Emilia - Italy 
Tel. +39 0522 382484 
info@collezionemaramotti.org 
www.collezionemaramotti.org 


